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Behold!  The Lamb of God! 

 

 

I) Back to the Jordan – Behold, the Lamb of God 

A) Gospel takes us back to John the Baptist 

B) Decades since Israel had a prophet 

C) Streaming to the Jordan to see the prophet 

D) Like us, they are burdened with sins, broken 

relationships, regrets 

E) Rise from water refreshed, renewed, ready for a new 

start 

F) “Thank you John, Thank you John!” 

G) No, one mightier than I is coming! 

1) I baptize with water, for repentance 

2) He will baptize with the Holy Spirit, and forgive sins 

H) Ordinary day, “There He is!  The one I told you about!” 

1) Points to an ordinary carpenter, a Nazarene 

2) The Lamb of God, Who Takes Away the Sins of the 

World 

3) What does John mean? 

(a) As the Passover Lamb saved the Israelites 

from the Last Plague: Death of each first born, 

and freed them from the Slavery of Egypt 

(b) This Lamb will free us from the slavery of 

death, lamb not just Israelites, but the world. 
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II) Beginning of Ordinary Time – Church Point to Gospels 

A) This Sunday, as we begin Ordinary Time 

B) Begin the study of the Gospel of Matthew 

C) However, each year we have Gospel that points to 

Jesus, and commands us to follow Him (today John) 

D) Beginning of the Liturgical Year focusing our attention 

on Jesus, as teacher and example. 

 

III) Liturgy – Pointers 

A) As SKD Parish, now that we have found Christ,  

B) and answered, “Is God Here”,  

C) we are called to point out the Risen Christ to others 

D) We practice this in the Liturgy 

E) Liturgy of the Eucharist 

1) Before Communion 

2) Elevation and Adoration 

3) Using the very words of the Baptist 

4) “Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” 

F) Christ present in the Liturgy of the Word 

1) Focus at this beginning of the Cycle of readings 

 

IV) Book of the Gospels – Presence of Christ  

A) Words, actions, deeds, events of the Son of God 

B) Bound in one Book, Cover: Christ the Teacher 

C) Carried in Procession at the entrance to Mass 

D) Placed on Altar, also the presence of Christ 

E) Deacon receives special blessing to proclaim 
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F) Elevated for Veneration, carried in procession 

G) Procession to mark the arrival of Christ in His Word 

H) Standing, acknowledging Christ’s presence, 

acknowledging His presence in Alleluia Acclamation! 

I) Sacred space, lit and set aside by candles, like altar 

J) Greeting: as at Mass, Liturgy of the Eucharist 

K) Proclamation of its own: Holy Gospel / Glory to you 

Lord” 

L) Special Blessing 

1) Cross on the first word of the Gospel 

2) “Be forever on my mind, on my lips, in my heart 

M) Own Acclamation: The Gospel of the Lord, Praise 

to you Lord Jesus Christ 

1) Reverenced with a kiss, like altar 

2) “May the Words of the Gospel wipe away our sins.” 

3) All to point out the presence of the Lamb in this 

book 

 

V) Mirror – You are to point to the Lamb of God 

A) What we do here is a mirror 

B) Just as the Gospels are reverenced with a place of 

honor here at Mass 

C) So too we are called to reverence and place the Gospels 

in a place of honor in our daily lives. 

 

VI) Why so much honor? 

A) The Gospels Words of Everlasting Life 

B) All we know about the Kingdom of God 
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C) Gospels given to us not that we may know the Jesus of 

Nazareth of history, 

But that we may recognize the Risen Christ present in 

our lives, today, here and now. 

D) Finally, like the Baptist, having found Christ, called to 

lead others to Him 

 

VII) How do we find Him? – a word on reading . . . 

A) I found this on the Internet . . . and this, and this . . . 

B) Is this your daily experience? 

C) Skimming, “Surfing,” not deep, deep reading. 

D) Skimming, surfing is the “fast food” of reading 

 

E) What happens to us when we read deeply? 

1) Read a challenging book 

2) Initial inequality in understanding, insight 

3) Through careful study 

(a) Attention to definitions 

(b) Selecting major themes and argument 

(c) Comparing to other works we have read 

(d) Discussion with others 

4) Gradually close the gap as we approach the author’s 

insight 

5) Reaching for a communion of minds, thought, 

insight, and understanding 

6) Mind – Brain – Mechanics – Brain- Understanding 

7) Communion of minds! 

8) How much more so when the author is the Word of 

God! 
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VIII) The Gospels of Life call out for Deep, focused, reading 

A) We must know Words of Life, Words of the Kingdom, 

the Jesus of History, to recognize the Risen Christ as 

companion, guide, and Lord of our daily life! 

B) And having found Him, bring others to His light 

C) Set aside time to read, read, read deeply 

D) Prepare the readings for Mass 

E) Discuss our insights, questions with others 

F) Read commentaries, watch DVDs, movies (like tonight) 

G) Above all, PRAY the Gospels 

1) Open you heart to the Word of God 

2) Christ, the author, is present in the Word your are 

reading and in your heart 

3) He will guide you and raise you up, and  

4) As we read in Luke: Open your mind to understand 

the Scriptures.(Lk 24:45) 

5) Open your heart to His presence in your daily life 
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IX) Poem – Highest form of reading… by Gabe Huck 

A) “The dance is rigid down the aisle,  

a book embraced,  

held high, held dear:  

the common carrier of the tales  

on fiber come from cotton fields  

and pulp from forest cut in Maine.   

What earth has given  

hands have made flat, thin,  

and bound between two boards,  

the page covered now with marks that image sounds, 

that image all:  

The pictures of pictures only are letters gathered into 

words,  

and words lined up and bundled, tied –  

yet here’s the kernel of ourselves:  

the poems, genealogies, laws, sayings, prophesies, 

stories, and visions  

handed on from mouth to mouth  

and tongue to tongue  

and page to page:  

a year or three to tell it round again,  

this book that dances now in incense sweet  

and sweet its alphabet to kiss.” 

 

X) Behold! The Lamb of God 

May our study and sharing of the Gospel of Matthew this 

year lead us to everlasting life. 
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